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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT S VISIT PRESS CONFERENCE 

REF: WARSAW 8999 

1 . PURSUANT TO THE AMBASSADOR'S CONVERSATION WITH MINISTER 
SPASOWSKI, AN EMBASSY OFFICER HANDED A COPY OF THE MEMORANDUM 
CITED IN THE REF TO STANISZEWSKI. AFTER PERUSING THE LIST, 

STANISZEWSKI POINTED TO THE NAMES OF MAZOWIECKI, GOTTESMAN, 
KISIEKEWSKI, KIJOWSKI, ANDRZEJEWSKI, AND MICHNIK AND SAID, 

"THESE PEOPLE ARE DISSIDENTS; THEY OPPOSE OUR GOVERNMENT. 

HOW DO YOU EXPECT US TO PERMIT THEM TO ATTEND AN OFFICIAL 
PRESS CONFERENCE? YOUR PRESIDENT IS COMING HERE ON AN 
OFFICIAL VISIT TO MEET SECRETARY GIEREK, AND IT IS NOT 
APPROPRIATE FOR HIM TO MEET PEOPLE LIKE THIS." THE EMBASSY 
OFFICER REPLIED THAT HE SAW NO CONTRADICTION BETWEEN THE 
OFFICIAL NATURE OF THE VISIT AND THE PRESENCE OF THESE 
PEOPLE AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE. WHEN MR. GIEREK CAME TO 
THE U.S., HE ADDED, HE WAS FREE TO MEET ANYBODY HE 
WISHED. HE ADDED THAT SINCE THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT 
WILL BE SO SHORT, THIS PRESS CONFERENCE WILL BE THE 
ONLY OCCASION THE PRESIDENT WOULD HAVE FOR ANY KIND 
OF EXPOSORE TO JOURNALISTS AND OTHER INTELLECTUALS 
WHO WOULD NOT REPRESENT OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS. 
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2. STANISZEWSKI AGAIN SAID HE DID NOT SEE HOW IT 
WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO INVITE MOST OF THE PEOPLE ON 
THE LIST. HE EXPRESSED SURPRISE THAT THE NAME OF 
SLOWO POWSZECHNE EDITOR JANUSZ STEFANOWICZ WAS NOT 
ON IT. THE EMBASSY OFFICER REPLIED THAT THE NAMES 
OF MANY POLISH JOURNALISTS, INCLUDING STEFANOWICZ, 
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WERE NOT ON THE LIST BECAUSE THEY OBVIOULY WOULD 
BE ACCREDITED BY THE POLISH SIDE TO ATTEND THE 
CONFERENCE. THIS WAS NOTHING LIKE A COMPLETE LIST, 

THE OFFICER ADDED, BUT RATHER THE NAMES OF A FEW 
PEOPLE WHO WOULD PROVIDE THE REPRESENTATIONAL 
CHARACTER THE PRESIDENT WOULD LIKE TO HAVE AT THE 
CONFERENCE. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO STANISZEWSKI'S REPEATED 
"IMPOSSIBLE," THE EMBASSY OFFICER RECALLED HOW 
STANISZEWSKI'S PREDECESSOR TWO YEARS 
AGO HAD REACTED SIMILARLY TO THE EMBASSY REQUEST FOR 
THE INCLUSION OF AN RFE REPRESENTATIVE IN THE WHITE 
HOUSE PRESS GROUP. AFTER DISCUSSION, THE POLISH SIDE 
AGREED THAT THE RFE REPRESENTATIVE COULD COME, AND 
HE DID, AND EVERYTHING WENT VERY SMOOTHLY. EXPRESSING 
THE EXPECTATION THAT ATTENDANCE OF THE SUGGESTED 
JOURNALISTS AND INTELLECTUALS AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE 
WOULD TURN OUT SIMILARLY WELL, THE EMBASSY OFFICER 
ASKED STANISZEWSKI TO CONSIDER THE PROS AND CONS 
INVOLVED IN HAVING THESE PEOPLE ATTEND THE CONFERENCE 
OR HAVING WORLDWIDE ATTENTION FOCUSED ON THER ABSENCE. 
MOREOVER, HE ADDED, PEOPLE WHO WERE NOT PERMITTED TO 
ATTEND THE CONFERENCE MIGHT ENGAGE IN SOME SORT OF 
PUBLICITY THAT IN ITSELF WOULD BE FAR MORE DAMAGING 
THAN THEIR ATTENDANCE AT THE CONFERENCE. 
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4. STANISZEWSKI CONCLUDED THE MEETING BY REPEATING 
HIS VIEW THAT IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO HAVE PEOPLE 
LIKE MAZOWIECKI AT THE CONFERENCE. HE PROMISED A 
CONSIDERED RESPONSE AFTER HE HAD A CHANCE TO DISCUSS 
THE SUBJECT WITH HIS COLLEAGUES. 

DAVIES 
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